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Abstract: Tattooing, semi-permanent makeup, and piercing are acts of decorating the exterior of the
body for aesthetic satisfaction and self-expression. In modern times, such acts are widely recognized as
fashion items and popular culture. However, due to the nature of the procedure of acts, there is a high
risk of infection and hygiene hazards due to invasion into the body. For this reason, the Courts and the
Constitutional Court of South Korea have identified tattooing, semi-permanent makeup, and piercing as
medical practices that must be performed by medical personnel with medical knowledge and expertise.
However, it is difficult to find medical personnel who perform such procedures in South Korea, and
there is a gap with legal judgment. In the case of Japan, through the judgment of the Supreme Court in
2020, in the case of tattooing, it was judged that it was not a medical practice, citing that it was an act
of artistic expression and that doctors had not performed it. On the other hand, in Japan, semi-permanent
makeup and piercing are performed by doctors in medical institutions, and legal judgments are
understood as medical practices. Therefore, in this paper, I intend to present the direction of regulation
in accordance with the social phenomenon in South Korea by examining the differences between South
Korea and Japan in detail about the body art and comparing and analyzing the reasons.
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