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Abstract: This study explored the relationship between people’s inferiority complex and SNS addiction
proneness, and examined the mediating models of self-presentational motives moderated by perceived
differences in self-worth between reality and online game community (DSRGC). Participants in the
study were 293 male and female adults aged 19 or older who were selected by convenience sampling
through the online survey. PROCESS Macro 3.5 Model 4 and 7 was used for analyses of mediating
effect and moderated mediating effect. Results revealed that inferiority complex was positively
correlated with, self-presentational motives, DSRGC, and SNS addiction proneness, while self-
presentational motives and DSRGC were positive correlated with SNS addiction proneness. In a
moderated mediating model for SNS addiction proneness, there was significant interaction effect of
inferiority complex and DSRGC on self-presentational motives, and conditionally indirect effect of
inferiority via self-presentational motives was only significant in groups with low DSRGC. These
findings suggest that only when people have low DSRGC, the mediating effect of self-presentational
motives is significant in relation of inferiority complex and SNS addiction proneness. In particular,
DSRGC moderates the influence of inferiority complex on self-presentational motives.
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[Fig. 1] Moderated Mediating Model of This Study
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[Table 1] Correlational Matrix of Inferiority Complex, Self-Presentational Motives, Dsrgc, and Sns
Addiction Proneness (N=293)

Variables 1 2 3 4
1. Inferiority complex 1
2. Self-presentational motives 0.450%** 1
3. DSRGC 0.313%*%* 0.144* 1

4. SNS addiction proneness 0.399%*#* 0.284%** 0.345%+* 1
M 82.50 94.18 5.31 33.26
SD 28.76 19.40 8.20 11.34
Skewness 0.51 —0.62 1.71 0.71
Kurtosis —0.31 1.14 2.14 -0.37

#p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001.
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[Table 2] Mediating Effect of Self-Presentational Motives on Inferiority Complex and Sns Addiction
Proneness

Variables B S.E. t LLCI ULCI

Mediating variable model (Outcome variable: Self-presentational motives)

Constant 69.161 3.085 22.416%** 63.0881 75.2331

Inferiority complex 0.303 0.035 8.586%** 0.2338 0.3728

Dependent variable model (Outcome variable: SNS addiction proneness)

Constant 14.997 3.039 4.935%** 9.0156 20.9788
Inferiority complex 0.134 0.024 5.683%** 0.0876 0.1805
Self-presentational motives 0.077 0.035 2.187* 0.0076 0.1453

*p<0.05, ***p<0.001.
Note. LLCI: lower level for confidence interval; ULCI: upper level for confidence interval.
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0.05, *** p < 0.001)

[Fig. 2] Mediation Effect of Self-Presentational Motives in the Relationship Between Inferiority Complex
and Sns Addiction Proneness (B, Standardized Coefficients; * P < 0.05, *** P <0.001)
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[Table 3] Moderated Mediating Effect of Dsrge Through Self-Presentational Motives on Inferiority
Complex and Sns Addiction Proneness

Variables B S.E. t LLCI ULCI

Moderating effect model (Outcome variable: Self-presentational motives)

Constant 95.191 1.047 90.883%** 93.1293 97.2523

Inferiority complex 0.310 0.037 8.433%** 0.2374 0.3820

DSRGC 0.157 0.137 1.148 —0.1122 0.4260

Inferiority complex x DSRGC —0.014 0.004 —3.230** —0.0221 —0.0054
R? F

Increase of R? with interaction
0.028 10.432%*

Conditional effects of the focal predictor at values of the moderator (DSRGC)

DSRGC Effect S.E. t LLCI ULCI
M —1SD (-5.3106) 0.383 0.044 8.648%** 0.2955 0.4697
M (0.0000) 0.310 0.037 8.433%** 0.2374 0.3820
M+ 1SD (8.1972) 0.197 0.049 4.019%** 0.1007 0.2939

Index of moderated mediation (DSRGC)

DSRGC Index S.E. LLCI ULCI

—0.001 0.001 —0.0021 —0.0002

Conditional indirect effects of self-presentational motives by DSRGC

DSRGC Effect S.E. LLCI ULCI

M-1SD 0.029 0.122 0.0065 0.0547
M 0.024 0.010 0.0051 0.0445

M+ 1SD 0.015 0.007 0.0030 0.0313

**p<0.01, *¥**p<0.001.
Note. LLCI: lower level for confidence interval, ULCI: upper level for confidence interval.
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[Table 4] Significance Area in Conditional Effects of the Focal Predictor at Values of the Moderator

Value of DSRGC Effect S.E. t LLCI ULCI
—5.3106 0.383 0.442 8.65%** 0.2955 0.4697
—3.5606 0.359 0.041 8.84 % 0.2788 0.4384
—-1.8106 0.345 0.038 8.8 *** 0.2598 0.4093
—0.0606 0.311 0.037 845 0.2382 0.3829

1.6894 0.287 0.037 7.74%%* 0.2137 0.3594
34394 0.263 0.039 6.78%** 0.1864 0.3387
5.1894 0.239 0.042 5.72%%* 0.1565 0.3206
6.9394 0.215 0.046 4.69%%* 0.1246 0.3045
8.6894 0.191 0.051 3.77H** 0.0911 0.2899
10.4394 0.167 0.056 2.98%* 0.0565 0.2765
12.1894 0.143 0.062 2.31%* 0.0211 0.2639
13.2164 0.128 0.065 1.97 0.0000 0.2568
13.9394 0.119 0.068 1.75 —0.1021 0.0357
15.6894 0.095 0.074 1.27 —0.0515 0.2404
17.4394 0.070 0.081 0.87 —0.0834 0.2293
19.1894 0.046 0.087 0.53 —0.1256 0.2184
20.9394 0.022 0.094 0.24 —0.1630 0.2078
22.6894 —0.002 0.101 —0.02 —0.2005 0.1973
24.4394 —0.026 0.108 -0.24 —0.2383 0.1870
26.1894 —0.050 0.115 —0.43 —0.2761 0.1768
27.9394 —0.074 0.122 —0.60 —-0.3140 0.1667
29.6894 —0.098 0.129 —0.76 —0.3520 0.1567

#p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001.
Note. LLCI: lower level for confidence interval, ULCI: upper level for confidence interval.
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