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Abstract: This study conducted a theoretical discussion on the justification and validity of the duty and
reward of national athletes of Korea, with the theory of justice as the minimum system of the social
value and belief shared in the social community. For that, this study categorized the arguments for the
duty and reward of national athletes from online newspaper articles, SNS contents, and their replies at
first, found out criteria for theoretical discussions from the justice theory of Rawls secondly, and finally,
discussed and analyzed the justification and validity of categorized arguments with the criteria of the
justice. Results of this study were as follows. First, in the perspective of liberal justice by Rawls, a
position as a national athletes had the corresponding public duty by a fair contract with the society, even
if the position was given as the right from personal abilities. Second, considering the reciprocity of the
profits generated by the national athletes and the status of the national athletes were obtained through a
fair selection process, public rewards for the national athletes were valid. Third, the stronger demand
for the higher moral duty of national athletes were a justified claim as a return of their rewards from the
society.
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