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Exploring Tolstoy's Existentialist View of Life and Death
Theory Focusing on the Animated Movie “Coco”
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Abstract: The ethical research on life and death is an important subject in the development of human
society. People in different stages have different views on life and death. Because of the different
imagination and view of the concept of life and death, this phenomenon leads to a large number of
theories related to the study of life and death. Tolstoy, Heidegger, Sartre and Camus, the pioneers of
existentialist philosophy, all made theoretical elaboration on the concept of life and death. The theory of
life and death view of existentialist philosophy is of great significance to the understanding of
contemporary life, and can prompt people to more actively pursue the meaning of survival and dig the
value of life in the understanding of death. As one of the contemporary forms of artistic expression,
video content can be recreated artistically by recording and reconstructing human life and applying
human thought and civilization to audiovisual language. In this regard, based on Tolstoy's existentialist
view of life and death theory, researchers try to study how to express the changes in the concept of life
and death in human development in video works, and find out the internal connection between Tolstoy's
existentialist view of life and death and contemporary social thoughts by combining the expression form
of video art. By analyzing the existence of death, memory and love expressed in the movie Coco, this
paper explores the ultimate existence form of life in the current society.
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